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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) filed 3/26/2006 is being considered 
by the examiner. 

The information disclosure statement filed 3/26/2008 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1 .98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; each 
non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all other 
information or that portion which caused it to be listed. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 
The following title is suggested: Transmission joint. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, the phrase "segment-like" renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by 
"segment-like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. 



Application/Control Number: 10/572,988 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3679 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
patent 6572480, Huang. 

In regards to claims 1-34, Huang discloses a transmission joint for transmitting 
drive between a first and a second shaft comprising a first joint element and a second 
joint element (14,18), which can be mutually coupled for the transmission of the drive 
between the shafts, each joint element being rotatable about a respective first or second 
axis of rotation the first joint element including an approximately spheroidal body formed 
by a plurality of adjacent segment-like portions having curved external profile surfaces 
and defining, transverse the first axis, cross-sections of the body with polygonal 
outlines, the spheroidal body being able to engage a blind axial cavity of the second 
joint element having a cross-section, transverse the second with a polygonal outline 
corresponding to the profile of the body and of dimensions such that the first joint 
element is housed in the second joint element with mutual torsional coupling and a 
capability for relative inclination of the axes of the joint elements for the transmission of 
drive between the shafts with non-aligned axes, the transmission joint further including, 
on the joint means for limiting the relative angular inclination of the axes of rotation of 
the joint elements, to permit the correct transmission of drive between inclined shafts up 
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to a preselected maximum angular inclination, the first and second joint elements 
include a first portion and a second portion which are shaped as spherical sectors 
forming parts of a common spherical profile of preselected radius, a shell element 
(32,34) with a spherical internal surface being provided for containing the spherical- 
sector-shaped portions and restraining them with relative coupling of a ball-and-socket 
type, with a common centre of rotation between the shell and the spherical sectors. 

Note, the first and second shafts are not considered part of the claimed invention. 
Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron M. Dunwoody whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



.amd 



/Aaron M Dun woody/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 



